
 
From: "Simon Ratcliffe" <S-Ratcliffe@dfid.gov.uk> 
To: <cifadminunit@worldbank.org> 
Date: 03/02/2010 06:15 AM 
Subject: RE: Investment Plan for Indonesia 

        
  
 
 
 
Dear Admin Unit, 

  
With regard to the Indonesia Investment Plan, please can you provide more detail and clarifcation on the 
types of biomass projects that are envisaged through the financial support to this sector.  There is a 
danger that the large scale production of energy through the use of biomass could compromise soil 
fertility and endanger forests.   

To support healthy plant life soil must contain organic matter.  As organic matter breaks down in soil 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and sulfur are released. Organic matter is the main source of energy (food) for 
microorganisms. A higher level of microbial activity at a plants root zone increases the rate of nutrient 
transfer to the plant.  As the organic matter decreases in soil so does this biochemical activity. Without 
organic matter, soil biochemical activity could stop. 

In addition to being a storehouse of nutrients, decaying plant matter keeps soil loose, helping soil remain 
both porous and permeable as well as gaining better water holding capacity. This is not only beneficial to 
plant growth but is essential for soil stability. Soil becomes more susceptible to erosion of all types as 
organic matter content is reduced. 

The value of returning organic matter to the soil has been well-known to farmers since the earliest days of 
agriculture. Crop residues and animal waste are tilled back into the soil to promote fertility. 

Similar economic damage could occur in the forest products industries. Dedicating acreage  to servicing 
biomass wood burners denies its use for lumber or paper. Ultimately, the consumer will shoulder the loss 
in the form of higher prices for forest products. 

As available sources of forest biomass near the new power plants diminish, clearcutting and conversion 
of native forests into biomass plantations could occur, resulting in the destruction of wildlife habitat with 
serious consequences for forests. 

Are we creating a new sector that will need ever increasing amounts of biomass to sustain it, creating a 
new problem rather than solving an existing one?  

Regards 

Simon   

Simon Ratcliffe | Energy Advisor | Low Carbon Development Team | Policy and Research 

Division | UK Department for International Development (DFID) | One Palace Street | LONDON 

SW1E 5HE | Tel +44 (0)20 7023 1626 |   

S-Ratcliffe@dfid.gov.uk | www.dfid.gov.uk 

  

 



From: jdonovan@worldbank.org [mailto:jdonovan@worldbank.org] On Behalf Of 

cifadminunit@worldbank.org 
Sent: 18 February 2010 19:04 

To: Andrew Steer; carly.jonsson@foreign.ministry.se; elamrani@affaires-generales.gov.ma; 
esaboia@worldbank.org; frank.fass-metz@bmz.bund.de; jusmani@worldbank.org; 

syang@worldbank.org; mhammam@mic.gov.eg; ozgur.pehlivan@hazine.gov.tr; 

ricardo_ochoa@hacienda.gob.mx; robin.davies@ausaid.gov.au; hiroshi.takami@mof.go.jp; 
Vanesa.alvarez@meh.es; william.pizer@do.treas.gov; zfakir@deat.gov.za; Cyril.Rousseau@dgtpe.fr; 

Gregory Briffa 
Cc: amontalvo@mma.es; ana.devicente@meh.es; beth.urbanas@do.treas.gov; 

carlos_delgado@hacienda.gob.mx; claudia_grayeb@hacienda.gob.mx; czou@worldbank.org; 
daniel.riley@do.treas.gov; deborah.fulton@ausaid.gov.au; fjeskeschonhoven@worldbank.org; 

hannah.ryder@decc.gsi.gov.uk; johannes.feist@kfw.de; James.Kapsis@do.treas.gov; 

keisuke.sasaki@mof.go.jp; klaus.wardenbach@bmz.bund.de; ytakamura@worldbank.org; 
melissa.tipping@ausaid.gov.au; mgarciajauregui@worldbank.org; qhamad@worldbank.org; sandrine.de-

guio@dgtpe.fr; serkan.ata@hazine.gov.tr; sisaksson@worldbank.org; tanakaj@ebrd.com; Vicky Seymour; 
wangzhongjing@mof.gov.cn; Katharine.thoday@decc.gsi.gov.uk; mkakihara@worldbank.org; 

shoko.ikarashi@mof.go.jp; Simon Ratcliffe; Laure Beaufils; Georg.Gruener@kfw.de; 

karin.spranger@kfw.de; Phil Lewis; Ksierra@worldbank.org; forestierp@afd.fr; akutter@worldbank.org; 
Cfleming@worldbank.org; epormes@worldbank.org; fweiss@worldbank.org; ggeissler@worldbank.org; 

jdonovan@worldbank.org; jbrez@worldbank.org; jasso@worldbank.org; jdias@worldbank.org; 
Kkumari@worldbank.org; lvidaeus@worldbank.org; Lwilson2@worldbank.org; 

nmagradze@worldbank.org; Pblissguest@worldbank.org; pverkooijen@worldbank.org; 
rruss@worldbank.org; kenneth.mollersten@energimyndigheten.se; jwalters@worldbank.org; 

ruth.abad@meh.es; kenneth.mollersten@energimyndigheten.se; Remy.rioux@dgtpe.fr; touzani@affaires-

generales.gov.ma; Anna Bobin; coordinator@nbdfrwanda.org; kistlife@yahoo.com; 
gbsbsk@sancgarnet.in; snakhooda@wri.org; ahjasa@hondutel.hn; bskusum@gmail.com; 

CIF_Observers@worldbank.org; CIFRDBCoreList@worldbank.org; marc@ecosecurities.com; 
Steve.sawyer@gwec.net 

Subject: Investment Plan for Indonesia 
 

Dear CTF Trust Fund Committee Members, 

 

Please find attached the proposed CTF Investment Plan for Indonesia (document 

CTF/TFC.5/7) which is being circulated for review and endorsement at the CTF 

Trust Fund Committee meeting in Manila, Philippines, on March 15, 2010. This 

document is also posted on the CIF website at 

http://www.climateinvestmentfunds.org/cif/meetingdocuments/archived/ctf.  

Sincerely,  

CIF Administrative Unit 

1818 H Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20433 
www.climateinvestmentfunds.org 
 

(See attached file: CTF Investment Plan for Indonesia.pdf) 
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DFID, the Department for International Development: leading the UK Government's fight 

against world poverty. Find out more at http://www.dfid.gov.uk.  
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